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The heavily important recent monsoon battered
Chennai, Kancheepuram, Thiruvallur and
Cuddalore of Tamil Nadu. It's beyond
description to mention the human tragedy
disrupting the normal life and completely
throwing everything out of gear. The death toll in
therain related incidents as per the news are over
200. This incessant downpour in the months of
November and December has left the poor with
scars, homelessness and unforgettable
memories.

As the Chennai city with the population of 4.3
million people struggle, the worst sufferers are
the slum dwellers who constitute 30% of the
city's population. Lacking basic necessities it
was almost both physical and mental trauma for
them having their houses submerged in
contaminated water from drainage and storm
water drains. Many of them were made
homeless by this downpour and had no option
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but only to sit on the roads, tank bunds of the
water bodies and walking barefoot for many
miles to access drinking water, food, with
uncertainty looming over their future having lost
all valuables. These are common scenes
everywhere.

While nature's fury was very harsh but still this
cannot be attributed to nature alone as we too
have not been prepared for this. One cannot
deny or rule out the insensitivity of the
administration/ authorities for the aftermath/
severe consequences particularly the poor/
vulnerable suffered. Is it not the duty of the
government to save such surroundings where
poor live/work? The government whether past,
present or the future always have promised them
with better housing, sanitary facilities and
infrastructures but the situation is different in
reality and it landed them in a disastrous
situation.



Most huts/houses in the informal settlement are
constructed weakly and collapsed as the
basement is not strong and is built on dried up
lakes, rivers and canals. It is also very rare for the
poor to have insurance for their homes, health or
possessions. It also demonstrated how the policy
makers were indifferent about the problems of
the needy and vulnerable.

As per the government report nearly 1.5 lakh
illegal structures have come up around Chennai
and built on encroached water bodies. It has also
led to disappearance of more than 300 water
bodies. Such rampant and illegal structures
allowed by the government knowingly/
unknowingly led to improper drainage system,
allowing the storm rain water to enter the houses
any moment. The government despite having
the authority neither was keen to take action nor
prevented such illegal structures. While one
administration has allowed liberal encroachment
by the poor on the dried up water bodies, the
other administration could not even take up
proper care of the existing systems by taking up
the work of desilting and strengthening of the
water bodies. The floods destroyed all such
disorganized housing. It clearly demonstrated
that there is a connection between corruption,
disaster, destruction and death of the poor and
the vulnerable. This flood also demonstrated
irrespective of poverty, the poor also have to
pay penalty for their indiscriminate land usage
and encroachment on low lying areas, lakes,
ponds, etc.

This is a disaster of the millennium particularly
affecting Chennai, a water starved city and its
surroundings. The rain fall that the city received
was the highest in over 100 years. However the
authorities failed to carry out their
responsibilitiesi.e., to desilt canals, lakes, ponds

and strengthening the bunds by neglecting these
development works for years. This has resulted
now in an unprecedented flood devastating the
living/working conditions of the poor on one side
also water starvation and low irrigation for
agriculture development on the other side, as
none of the water bodies could hold back the
water. So it's once again back to sq.". Who will
suffer now - it's not the well-to-do, as they can
afford water from any source and if they are land
owners they don't bother about irrigation and
dispose their land as real-estates. It is the poor
who will suffer by not having access to drinking
water or for irrigation for even the smallest piece
ofland they have.

The worst immediate consequences will be the
suffering of the people particularly the
vulnerable from dreadful diseases such as
dengue, cholera, malaria, diarrhoea, fever that
spread as aftermath and may be a massive
outbreak anytime. Therefore, let's wait and
watch whether 2016 will continue to be a year of
disaster or fortune? | 4
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VISITORS TO WORKING WOMEN’S FORUM (INDIA)/
INDIAN COOPERATIVE NETWORK FOR WOMEN

Hon'ble Minister for Women & Child Development listening to entrepreneurs

It was a rare privilege and honour for the Indian Co-operative Network for Women when Smt. Maneka
Sanjay Gandhiji, Hon. Minister for Women and Child Development, visited its Channapatna Branch
on October 29, 2015.

She expressed her great joy in meeting the women entrepreneurs who displayed different products
made by them. The Hon. Minister congratulated Dr. Nandini Azad, President, ICNW on its
achievements that were shared by Branch Co-ordinator, Ms. ShanthiD.

The Hon. Minister then shared with the women entrepreneurs' details of the recently launched
initiative of the Ministry for the empowerment of women entitled “Women of India.” The initiative is
aimed at providing them a platform for national and international marketing through an on-line
marketing portal “E-Bay,” she said. She also shared thoughts on how the women could add value to
their products to widen their marketing base through this portal. |

To learn from the work/activities of Working
Women's Forum (India) Ms. Daniela Biocca and
Mr.Stefano Battain, independent researchers
from Italy visited WWF, Chennai on November
20, 2015 after they visited Puducherry. They
were eager to identify, analyze and document the
reasons that were behind the success of various
organizations particularly women's activism
/social movements. They also plan to share these
research outcomes with the interested groups

who are interested in similar ways. President Ms. Daniela & Mr. Stefano from Italy interacting with members
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WWTF briefed them about the whole process of
Working Women's Forum (India) from its
initiation to its present activities that has
enhanced the entrepreneurial activities of
women leading to successful business by
helping themselves to generate income and self-
respect, thus facilitating their families to come
out of poverty. At the end of the interview with
the president, WWF they asked what would be
her message for the upcoming generation.
Responding to this president, WWF said the
younger generation should take up continuous
education of the wurban/rural men/women
besides educating them on emerging
issues/problems. The researchers also visited
the cooperative bank and training program to
have an in-depth knowledge of the functioning of
WWE/ICNW. They learned more by directly
interacting with the members particularly in
learning about their occupations and family
background. |

Ms. Aerika Mittal from Teach India, part of
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative
of the Times Group, New Delhi visited WWF on
December 1, 2015. As WWF being an NGO
Ms. Aerika wanted WWF to promote
volunteerism to impart spoken English
skills to the underprivileged youths to enhance
their employability. During interaction
Dr. Jaya Arunachalam said while Teach India
programme is certainly essential, it is not so
much important in southern parts of India
asithasbetter environment in terms of education
and employment particularly in the
English language than Northern parts of India.
On the other hand, President, WWF suggested
if Times Group can think of assisting
women towards skill development and
income generation activities that would be more
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helpful and asked Ms. Aerika to pass on
this message to her seniors. To quote Ms.Aerika
“It's lovely to see what WWF is doing and
it's nice to hear stories of women's
empowerment. May be in future when our ideas
collide we can work together”. 4

Mr. Ben Mathew, Sales Director, Global
Partnerships, Greenlight planet accompanied
by his colleague Mr. S. Kuppuraj visited
on December 30, 2015 towards possible
partnership with WWF for distribution of sun
king solar products to the people both in
urban and rural areas. They explained
the wusefulness and demonstrated different
types products that can last for 15 to 45 hours
and the battery has a long life as it is made
up of lithium ferro phosphate. The President
WWF said they can demonstrate the
products to staff/field organizers from all
the branches sometime in the year 2016
in a workshop that could be conducted in
Chennai to create awareness among the
women further she added that the poor
women entrepreneurs have to be convinced to
buy these products as they would rather pay for
electricity bill than spend on this, as they are
accustomedtoit.

Mr. Ben Mathew & Mr. Kuppuraj demonstrating the solar product



ACTIVITIES IN WWF/ICNW

Second & Third PMRC Meeting of NABARD and WWF/ICNW

The Second Project Monitoring and Review
committee (PMRC) meeting of NABARD and the
Working Women's Forum (India)/Indian
Cooperative Network for Women took place on
July 27, 2015 at the premises of WWF, Chennai.
The meeting was chaired by Dr. Jaya
Arunchalam, President WWF; Mr. Mitra, DGM
NABARD and Mr. Vinod Kumar, Chief Manager,
Syndicate Bank. This meeting was to review the
progress of loan sanctioned by NABARD to
WWF/ICNW to facilitate the rural women
entrepreneurs of Tamil Nadu. The NABARD
officials wanted to know about the district-wise
disbursement and also verified loan
disbursement in ICNW and were pleased with it.

Similarly, the Third Project Monitoring and
Review committee (PMRC) meeting was held on
September 25, 2015. This meeting was chaired
by President WWF; Dr. Nandini Azad, President
ICNW; Mr. Vinod Kumar, Chief Manager,
Syndicate Bank; Mr. T.K.George, AGM and
Mr. Arul Raj, Manager from NABARD. Dr.Jaya
Arunachalam briefed the progress of the project
and emphasized that ICNW was very selective in
providing NABARD loans to good members.
Dr.Nandini Azad highlighted the need for grant
assistance for capacity building for the
grassroots members. The NABARD officials
indicated that a separate communication may be
forwarded in this regard. B

Mr.Arul Raj, Manager NABARD visited
Adiramapattinam, fisher women's village in
Tamil Nadu on November 6, 2015. He was given a
warm welcome by the staff and members of
WWE/ICNW. The staff handed over the list of
beneficiaries who have been assisted through
NABARD loan and this was also cross checked
in the systems. Mr. Arul Raj directly interacted
with the members who attended in the meeting in
the office about their occupation, loan size and
usefulness of loan amount. He was equally
interested to know about the collection
procedures and was anxious to know about the
various types of training given to members.
Besides, he visited the areas and met the
members of different occupations.

Mr. Arul Raj, Manager, NABARD at field visit in Adiramapattinam
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